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DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
: : JANUARY 5th, 1814. 
SIR, | 
The appropriation for the last year, for the 
subsistence in foreign countries, and the passages 
home, of our destitute seamen, being exhausted, 
and many claims on that account having been re- 
cently presented, which it is impossible to liqui- 
date, I have to ask your early attention to the sub. 
ject of a new appropriation for this object, con- 
formably to the amount of the estimate laid before 
you by the treasury department, for the current 
year. 

It seems proper indeed that the law of 1803, in 
relation to seamen, which was adapted to a state 
of peace, should be altogether repealed, and that 
seamen, whether prisoners or not, in a destitute 
condition should. be put on the same footing. 
This law, according to the construction given it, | 
allows nothing more than ten dollars, including 
provisions, for the passage home of seamen, from 
whatever part of the world they may have embark- 
ed. Ina state of peace this operation of the law 
was not objected to, but since the war its effect on 
individuals, and even consuls, has been very inju- 
rious. With respect to prisoners it is different. 
There being no law prescribing the allowances to 
be made on their account, other than that appro- 
_ priating a gross yearly sum, a discretion is afford 
ed for making payments in relation to them, ac~ 
cording to circumstances, and as justice shall dic- 
tate. 
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-T recommend, therefore, the abolition of thelaw on 
of February, 1803, and the appropriation ofagross 
sum for destitute seamen, to be expended onthe = 
same principle, and under the same supervision, as Me 
that in relation to prisoners of war, | 
[have the honortobe, 
With great respect, sir, ee 
: Your obedient servant, 


i ; 


JAS. MONROE, | 


Honorable John W. Eppes, 
chairman of committee of ways and means. 
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Department of State, January 8th, 1814, | 
SIR, hae 
1 have had the honor to receive your let- _ 
ter of the 3d instant, enclosing a resolution of the 
house of representatives, in relation to claims for — 
the transportation to the United States of their des- 
titute seamen, found.in foreign countries, a 
My letter of the 5th instant, will have apprised 
you of the injurious operation of the law of 1803, 
in relation to this subject, in time of war, and re-_ ey 
commended the provisions to be made which were — ae 
thought most proper as a remedy. But these pro- | 
visions had regard only to the future, whilst your — 
letter refers to the past. T'o provide for these lat- _ 
ter cases, therefore, it will be proper to add.a clause 
to the repealing act, giving the secretary of state, 
or some other officer, authority to allow such» 
_elaims a3 may have originated since the war, ani 64 
as may be reasonable, for returning destitute Ame- 
rican seamen to the United States, any thing con 
tained in that act to the contrary notwithstanding. — ae 


I have the honor to be, 


With great respect, sir, a 
Your obedient servant, ie 


Honorable John W. Eppes, G Wee wu 
chairman of committee ef ways and means. 
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